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FER
A

L a
n

d
 STR

A
Y

 CA
TS: 

U
nderstanding K

ey D
ifferences, 

H
ow

 You Can H
elp 

(and W
hy You Should)

G
reetings, C

at C
aretakers!

C
ats are part of our lives, w

hether w
e encounter them

 in our hom
es or on 

the streets. H
ow

ever, not all cats are the sam
e. U

nderstanding the difference 
betw

een feral and stray cats is crucial, as it em
pow

ers you to provide the 
right support and m

ake a real difference in their lives and your com
m

unity. By 
understanding and supporting these cats, you can play a significant role in 
reducing the overpopulation of hom

eless cats and im
proving their quality of 

life, contributing to a com
passionate and thriving com

m
unity.

Read on to learn all about it!
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FE
R

A
L 

CA
TS

W
ho

 a
re

 th
ey

?
Fe

ra
l c

at
s a

re
 w

ild
 c

at
s. 

Th
ey

 h
av

e 
lit

tle
 to

 n
o 

hu
m

an
 c

on
ta

ct
 a

nd
 a

re
 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 fe
ar

fu
l o

f p
eo

pl
e.

 Th
ey

 a
re

 u
su

al
ly

 b
or

n 
in

 th
e 

w
ild

 o
r h

av
e 

be
en

 
ab

an
do

ne
d 

an
d 

“d
es

oc
ia

liz
ed

” 
to

 a
 w

ild
 st

at
e.

 Th
ey

 te
nd

 to
 b

e 
m

or
e 

el
us

iv
e 

an
d 

sh
ow

 li
ttl

e 
in

cl
in

at
io

n 
fo

r h
um

an
 in

te
ra

ct
io

n.
 F

er
al

 c
at

s a
re

 h
ig

hl
y 

un
lik

el
y 

ev
er

 to
 th

riv
e 

in
do

or
s o

r b
e 

co
m

pa
ni

on
 a

ni
m

al
s.

H
ow

 to
 s

po
t t

he
m

:
•

	B
eh

av
io

r:
 A

vo
id

 h
um

an
s, 

sta
y 

hi
dd

en
, a

nd
 st

ay
 a

ct
iv

e 
at

 n
ig

ht
.

•
	B

od
y 

La
ng

ua
ge

: L
ow

 to
 th

e 
gr

ou
nd

, c
ro

uc
he

d,
 w

ith
 e

ar
s b

ac
k 

an
d 

ey
es

 w
id

e.
 If

 c
or

ne
re

d 
or

 c
on

fin
ed

, t
he

y 
w

ill
 e

xh
ib

it 
fig

ht
 o

r fl
ig

ht
 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s.
•

	H
ab

ita
t:

 F
ou

nd
 in

 c
ol

on
ie

s, 
of

te
n 

ar
ou

nd
 a

ba
nd

on
ed

 b
ui

ld
in

gs
, a

lle
ys

, 
or

 in
du

str
ia

l a
re

as
.

IN
 C

LO
SI

N
G

By
 a

dd
re

ss
in

g 
th

e 
iss

ue
 th

ou
gh

tfu
lly

 a
nd

 c
om

pa
ss

io
na

te
ly

, w
e 

ca
n 

w
or

k 
to

 
m

in
im

iz
e 

th
e 

ec
ol

og
ic

al
 c

ha
lle

ng
es

 w
hi

le
 st

ill
 a

dv
oc

at
in

g 
fo

r t
he

 h
um

an
e 

tre
at

m
en

t o
f c

at
s.

Ev
er

y 
ste

p 
yo

u 
ta

ke
, f

ro
m

 p
ar

tic
ip

at
in

g 
in

 T
N

R 
pr

og
ra

m
s t

o 
fo

ste
rin

g 
a 

str
ay

 
ca

t, 
br

in
gs

 u
s c

lo
se

r t
o 

a 
ha

rm
on

io
us

 c
oe

xi
ste

nc
e.

 Y
ou

r a
ct

io
ns

 h
av

e 
a 

sig
ni

fic
an

t i
m

pa
ct

 o
n 

th
e 

liv
es

 o
f f

er
al

 a
nd

 st
ra

y 
ca

ts.
 B

y 
sp

re
ad

in
g 

aw
ar

en
es

s, 
su

pp
or

tin
g 

lo
ca

l i
ni

tia
tiv

es
, a

nd
 ta

ki
ng

 d
ire

ct
 a

ct
io

n,
 w

e 
ca

n 
cr

ea
te

 a
 sa

fe
r, 

ki
nd

er
 w

or
ld

 fo
r o

ur
 fe

lin
e 

fri
en

ds
. T

og
et

he
r, 

w
e 

ca
n 

m
ak

e 
a 

la
sti

ng
 im

pa
ct

 
an

d 
en

su
re

 th
at

 e
ve

ry
 c

at
 h

as
 a

 c
ha

nc
e 

at
 a

 b
et

te
r l

ife
, n

o 
m

at
te

r w
he

re
 th

ey
 

co
m

e 
fro

m
.
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STR
A

Y
 CA

TS

W
ho are they?

Stray cats are typically lost or abandoned pets, m
aintaining som

e level of 
fam

iliarity and com
fort around hum

ans. They m
ight approach you for food or 

display friendliness once you earn their trust. A
 stray cat can becom

e feral if 
their contact w

ith hum
ans dim

inishes over tim
e. 

H
ow

 to spot them
:

•
	Behavior: A

pproach hum
ans for food, m

eow
, and m

ight appear at 
doors or porches.

•
	Body Language: M

ore relaxed around hum
ans, m

ight rub against legs 
or purr.

•
	H

abitat: Seen alone, usually in residential areas, parks, or near 
businesses.

Create Safe Zones: Food and w
ater placed in quiet, undisturbed spots 

helps strays and feral cats w
ithout direct interaction. Regular feeding allow

s 
for m

onitoring their health. C
reate cat-friendly areas by setting up shelters and 

feeding stations. C
ollaborate w

ith local businesses and parks to establish safe 
zones for com

m
unity cats, ensuring access to food, w

ater, and shelter. U
se 

rubber containers and straw
 to build w

eather-proof shelters. Explore online 
D

IY ideas w
ith plastic tubs or styrofoam

 coolers for additional options.

Trap, vaccinate, spay/
neuter, and release program

s are m
ost effective w

hen 
cats are kept aw

ay from
 roads, hum

ans, and other anim
als that m

ay threaten 
their safety. These program

s should be m
anaged by individuals w

ho not only 
provide food but also attend to the m

edical needs of the cats. A
dditionally, 

the cats should be placed in a location that m
inim

izes their access to w
ildlife 

and offers a com
fortable clim

ate.

Support Local Shelters and R
escues: D

onations and volunteering 
can m

ake a significant im
pact. These organizations often need supplies, 

funds, and helping hands. D
onate food, blankets, or funds to local shelters. 

Volunteer your tim
e to help w

ith daily tasks or events.

K
eep your cat indoors! Keeping pet cats indoors is essential for their 

safety and the w
ell-being of local w

ildlife. O
utdoor cats face m

any dangers, 
including traffic accidents, predation, diseases, and the risk of getting lost 
or stolen. Indoors, cats enjoy longer, healthier lives, free from

 these threats. 
A

dditionally, keeping cats inside protects native w
ildlife, as even w

ell-fed 
cats have a strong hunting instinct that can harm

 vulnerable birds and sm
all 

m
am

m
als. By enriching their indoor environm

ent w
ith toys, clim

bing structures, 
and interactive play, you can keep your cat happy and stim

ulated w
hile 

safeguarding both them
 and the ecosystem

.

Speak out about abandonm
ent! Regrettably, unw

anted cats are often 
abandoned or left behind. They m

ay be dum
ped up at feral colonies under 

the m
istaken belief that they w

ill fare better there. If you know
 of people 

looking to rehom
e their cat, please advise them

 to surrender to a shelter or 
rescue.
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IT
’S

 C
O

M
P

LI
CA

TE
D

…

Fe
ra

l a
nd

 st
ra

y 
ca

ts 
ar

e 
of

te
n 

co
ns

id
er

ed
 a

n 
in

va
siv

e 
sp

ec
ie

s b
ec

au
se

 o
f t

he
ir 

sig
ni

fic
an

t i
m

pa
ct

 o
n 

lo
ca

l e
co

sy
ste

m
s, 

pa
rti

cu
la

rly
 o

n 
w

ild
lif

e 
po

pu
la

tio
ns

.

Pr
ed

at
io

n 
on

 N
at

iv
e 

W
ild

lif
e

C
at

s a
re

 h
ig

hl
y 

sk
ill

ed
 p

re
da

to
rs

, a
nd

 b
ot

h 
fe

ra
l a

nd
 st

ra
y 

ca
ts 

hu
nt

 b
ird

s, 
sm

al
l m

am
m

al
s, 

re
pt

ile
s, 

an
d 

am
ph

ib
ia

ns
. I

n 
ar

ea
s w

he
re

 n
at

iv
e 

w
ild

lif
e 

ha
sn

’t 
ev

ol
ve

d 
al

on
gs

id
e 

pr
ed

at
or

s l
ik

e 
ca

ts,
 th

is 
hu

nt
in

g 
ca

n 
de

va
sta

te
 v

ul
ne

ra
bl

e 
po

pu
la

tio
ns

.  

C
at

s a
re

 e
sti

m
at

ed
 to

 k
ill

 b
ill

io
ns

 o
f b

ird
s a

nn
ua

lly
 in

 th
e 

U
.S

. a
lo

ne
, w

ith
 fe

ra
l 

ca
ts 

re
sp

on
sib

le
 fo

r a
 si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 p
or

tio
n 

of
 th

is 
pr

ed
at

io
n.

 L
ik

ew
ise

, c
at

s o
fte

n 
ta

rg
et

 sm
al

l, 
gr

ou
nd

-d
w

el
lin

g 
an

im
al

s t
ha

t p
la

y 
cr

iti
ca

l r
ol

es
 in

 th
ei

r e
co

sy
s-

te
m

s, 
su

ch
 a

s r
od

en
ts 

an
d 

liz
ar

ds
.  

Co
m

pe
tit

io
n 

w
ith

 N
at

iv
e 

Pr
ed

at
or

s
C

at
s c

an
 o

ut
co

m
pe

te
 n

at
iv

e 
pr

ed
at

or
s, 

su
ch

 a
s f

ox
es

 o
r h

aw
ks

, b
y 

pr
ey

in
g 

on
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

fo
od

 so
ur

ce
s. 

Th
is 

co
m

pe
tit

io
n 

ca
n 

di
sr

up
t t

he
 b

al
an

ce
 o

f l
oc

al
 

ec
os

ys
te

m
s, 

m
ak

in
g 

it 
ha

rd
er

 fo
r n

at
iv

e 
sp

ec
ie

s t
o 

su
rv

iv
e.

  

D
is

ea
se

 T
ra

ns
m

is
si

on
Fe

ra
l a

nd
 st

ra
y 

ca
ts 

ca
n 

sp
re

ad
 d

ise
as

es
 to

 w
ild

lif
e,

 o
th

er
 c

at
s, 

an
d 

ev
en

 
hu

m
an

s. 
Fo

r e
xa

m
pl

e,
 to

xo
pl

as
m

os
is 

is 
a 

pa
ra

sit
e 

th
at

 c
at

s c
ar

ry
 in

 th
ei

r f
ec

es
, 

w
hi

ch
 c

an
 h

ar
m

 w
ild

lif
e 

an
d 

af
fe

ct
 h

um
an

s. 
A

dd
iti

on
al

ly
, f

el
in

e 
di

se
as

es
 su

ch
 

as
 v

iru
se

s l
ik

e 
fe

lin
e 

le
uk

em
ia

 c
an

 b
e 

tra
ns

m
itt

ed
 to

 w
ild

 c
at

 p
op

ul
at

io
ns

, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

bo
bc

at
s a

nd
 m

ou
nt

ai
n 

lio
ns

.

O
ve

rp
op

ul
at

io
n 

 
C

at
s r

ep
ro

du
ce

 ra
pi

dl
y.

 W
ith

ou
t i

nt
er

ve
nt

io
n,

 fe
ra

l a
nd

 st
ra

y 
po

pu
la

tio
ns

 c
an

 
gr

ow
 e

xp
on

en
tia

lly
, i

nc
re

as
in

g 
th

ei
r e

co
lo

gi
ca

l i
m

pa
ct

. A
 si

ng
le

 p
ai

r o
f c

at
s 

an
d 

th
ei

r o
ffs

pr
in

g 
ca

n 
pr

od
uc

e 
th

ou
sa

nd
s o

f d
es

ce
nd

an
ts 

in
 ju

st 
a 

fe
w

 y
ea

rs
.  

W
hy

 It
’s

 a
 C

om
pl

ic
at

ed
 Is

su
e

W
hi

le
 c

at
s c

an
 h

ar
m

 e
co

sy
ste

m
s, 

th
ey

 a
re

 a
lso

 d
om

es
tic

 a
ni

m
al

s i
nt

ro
du

ce
d 

by
 h

um
an

s, 
m

ea
ni

ng
 th

ei
r i

m
pa

ct
 is

n’
t e

nt
ire

ly
 th

ei
r f

au
lt.

 Th
ey

 li
ve

 in
 a

 sp
ac

e 
w

he
re

 h
um

an
 a

ct
iv

ity
 h

as
 a

lre
ad

y 
al

te
re

d 
th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t, 
an

d 
th

ei
r p

re
se

nc
e 

of
te

n 
re

fle
ct

s a
 la

ck
 o

f r
es

po
ns

ib
le

 p
et

 o
w

ne
rs

hi
p 

an
d 

m
an

ag
em

en
t. 
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y/

N
eu
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r-

R
et

ur
n 

(“
TN

R
”)

 P
ro

gr
am

s:
 T

N
R 

he
lp

s s
ta

bi
liz

e 
po

pu
la

tio
ns

 a
nd

 re
du

ce
 p

re
da

tio
n.

 P
ar

tic
ip

at
e 

in
 o

r s
up

po
rt 

lo
ca

l T
N

R 
in

iti
at

iv
es

. T
N

R 
in

vo
lv

es
 h

um
an

el
y 

tra
pp

in
g 

fe
ra

l c
at

s, 
ge

tti
ng

 th
em

 
sp

ay
ed

 o
r n

eu
te

re
d,

 a
nd

 th
en

 re
tu

rn
in

g 
th

em
 to

 th
ei

r e
nv

iro
nm

en
t. 

Th
is 

pr
oc

es
s 

no
t o

nl
y 

re
du

ce
s o

ve
rp

op
ul

at
io

n 
bu

t a
lso

 p
re

ve
nt

s t
he

 c
at

s f
ro

m
 re

pr
od

uc
in

g,
 

w
hi

ch
 in

 tu
rn

 im
pr

ov
es

 th
ei

r q
ua

lit
y 

of
 li

fe
.

If 
fe

ra
l-b

or
n 

ki
tte

ns
 a

re
 u

nd
er

 4
 m

on
th

s o
ld

, t
he

y 
ca

n 
be

 so
ci

al
iz

ed
 e

ffe
ct

iv
el

y 
to

 b
ec

om
e 

ch
er

ish
ed

 in
do

or
 c

om
pa

ni
on

 c
at

s. 
Q

ua
lit

y 
TN

R 
pr

og
ra

m
s s

tri
ve

 to
 

so
ci

al
iz

e 
an

d 
fin

d 
ho

m
es

 fo
r t

he
se

 k
itt

en
s.

R
eu

ni
te

 w
ith

 O
w

ne
rs

: S
tra

y 
ca

ts 
m

ig
ht

 h
av

e 
ow

ne
rs

 lo
ok

in
g 

fo
r t

he
m

. 
C

he
ck

 fo
r a

 c
ol

la
r o

r t
ag

, p
os

t o
n 

so
ci

al
 m

ed
ia

, l
oc

al
 c

om
m

un
ity

 b
oa

rd
s, 

an
d 

w
eb

sit
es

 li
ke

 N
ex

td
oo

r.

A
do

pt
io

n 
D

ri
ve

s:
 E

nc
ou

ra
ge

 th
e 

ad
op

tio
n 

of
 st

ra
y 

ca
ts 

th
at

 a
re

 fr
ie

nd
ly

 
an

d 
lik

el
y 

to
 th

riv
e 

as
 in

do
or

 p
et

s. 
Sp

re
ad

 a
w

ar
en

es
s t

hr
ou

gh
 so

ci
al

 m
ed

ia
 

an
d 

lo
ca

l e
ve

nt
s.

Ed
uc

at
io

n 
an

d 
A

dv
oc

ac
y:

 R
ai

se
 a

w
ar

en
es

s a
bo

ut
 th

e 
di

ffe
re

nc
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

fe
ra

l a
nd

 st
ra

y 
ca

ts 
an

d 
pr

om
ot

e 
TN

R 
an

d 
ad

op
tio

n 
pr

og
ra

m
s. 

Ed
uc

at
e 

yo
ur

 
co

m
m

un
ity

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
im

po
rta

nc
e 

of
 sp

ay
in

g 
an

d 
ne

ut
er

in
g 

pe
ts 

to
 p

re
ve

nt
 

str
ay

 c
at

 p
op

ul
at

io
ns

 fr
om

 g
ro

w
in

g.
 W

or
k 

w
ith

 lo
ca

l s
he

lte
rs

 a
nd

 a
ni

m
al

 
w

el
fa

re
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
ns

 to
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

re
sp

on
sib

le
 p

et
 o

w
ne

rs
hi

p.
 O

rg
an

iz
e 

co
m

m
un

ity
 m

ee
tin

gs
 o

r d
ist

rib
ut

e 
fly

er
s (

lik
e 

th
is 

on
e!

).

V
ol

un
te

er
 a

nd
 D

on
at

e:
 O

ffe
r y

ou
r t

im
e 

or
 re

so
ur

ce
s t

o 
lo

ca
l s

he
lte

rs
 a

nd
 

re
sc

ue
 g

ro
up

s. 
Vo

lu
nt

ee
rs

 a
re

 a
lw

ay
s n

ee
de

d 
fo

r v
ar

io
us

 ta
sk

s, 
fro

m
 fo

ste
rin

g 
ki

tte
ns

 to
 h

el
pi

ng
 w

ith
 c

om
m

un
ity

 o
ut

re
ac

h.


